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of trade, and it is decided that the only way 
for operatives, mechanics, and laborers to 


of labor throughout the United States and 
Canada. There are two obstacles in the 
path of this great movement: It is well- 
nigh impossible to secure a concert of action 
among the working men, and, as one of the 
managers of the affair confesses, demands 
for advances in wages are generally granted 
by employers. This latter fact, the mana- 
ger gloomily remarks, “ will break the back- 
bone of the strikes.” This may be bad for 
the men who make their living by managing 
strikes, but it is well for the men who usu- 
ally are their docile victims. 
—_—_—_— 
TRADE AND 8PECULATION. 


We published yesterday morning a sum- 
mary of the views of a number of the prin- 
cipal dealers in the various kinds of busi- 
ness in this City with reference to the re- 
cent marked improvement which has taken 
place. It could not but have given satisfac- 
tion to every intelligent reader, because it 
not only gave evidence of greater prosperity 
in this the commercial centre of the coun- 
try, but it also afforded ample proof that 
this increased prosperity was of a solid kind, 
likely to last, and to extend over all sec- 
tions, In the statements of the - busi- 
ness men to our reporters there was little 
trace of extravagance. While they were 
hopefal, they were not over-confident. The 
revival of activity in general business seems 
legitimate and rational, There is every 
reason why it should be so. The enormous 
load of debt which had resulted from the 
reckless use of eredit up to 1873, and 
which, when ‘the day of settlement came 
abruptly, cansed the memorable panic of 
that year, has been liquidated. So much of 
it as the debtors had resources to meet 
has been gradually paid. The very large 





the minds of “business men something of 
the old-time fascination. And this we hold 
to be'a bad sign. So long as the game is 

confined to those who know its,real motive; 
so long as it is only the habituds of the 
Street who imperil their own or their 
creditors’ money, there is not much risk of 
the general weltare ; but when the fever 
extends far in what my be called business 
circles, when men use in stock gambling 
the money or the credit derived from 
legitimate callings, that risk becomes far 
greater. And it is particularly to be re- 
gretted at the present time, because any 
considerable extension of the speculative 
spirit would be sure to affect public opinion 
dn regard to the currency question, and to 
pervert it. The obstacle which barred 
the. way to an eatlier resumption 
of specie payments, and which op- 
posed itself to every healthy prepara- 
tion ‘for that necessary step, was 
the public sentiment growing out of the in- 
temperate speculation previous to 1873. 
Every man who had staked money on rapid 
fluctuations of values was, perhaps uncon- 
sciously, unwilling to see a stable standard 
of value adopted. The central source of 
this sentiment was the Stock Ex- 
change, though it spread with most 
fatal ease to nearly every | depart- 
ment of business, We already have only 
too many who, having but partially adjusted 
their affairs and théir ideas to sound eondi- 
tions, are ready to see the currency manip- 
ulated so as to produce more * life” in ‘busi- 
ness, If these are reinforced by anything 
like the number of business men who six 
years ago had made ventures in stocks, the 
difficulties of the near future cannot be 
easily exaggerated. 

Se 
MR. HENDRICKS’S “ IF.” 

__Ex-Gov. Henprtoxs is the first Demo- 
cratic orator of any prominence who has 
mustered courage enough to refer to the 
Yazoo murder. To be sure, he approaches 
the subject in a timid manner, strikes at 
it. wildly, and runs away as-if afraid of a 
fatal explosion. But Mr. Hexpriocxs de- 
serves commendation and applause, He 
may be shaky, but he has doné what many 
more Democratic statesmen have been yain- 
ly besought to do, We are entertained 
with the statement that the Ohio audience 
to which he addressed himself last week 
was deeply impressed with his “arraign- 
ment of the Republican Party for malad- 
ministration of public. affairs.” . It is 
pretty well understood that a party that has 


: is amateur. does not change his status, To: 


office on an Independent ticket, he was 
waited upon by a committee of Democrats, 
who told him that he must withdraw from 
the canvass or “take the consequences,” 
the naked fact that his candidacy was dis- 
tasteful to the Democratic voters of Yazoo 
being bluntly presented to him.. This was 
admitted and justified by the Southern Dem- 
ocratic press. Dixon did withdraw, 
and for a tinie there was peace. Sub- 
sequently, he returned to the ‘can- 
vass and reannounced his candidacy. 
There was imminent danger. of his 
election. A Democratic mass-meeting 
passed resolutions denouncing him and 
alleging that he had threatened the life of 
BARKSDALE, a candidate on the Democratic 
ticket. Drxon denied this:warmly, and de- 
manded that he be confronted with his ac- 
cusers. There was no reply tothis reasonable 
request, and, after a few days, BaARKspAaLE 
waylaid» Drxown and shot him in the back, 
like a brutal assassin as he is, This is an 
exact statement. of the facts, Nobody can 
successfully assail its truth. Yet Mr, Hey- 
DBICKS whines that ‘‘ Northern prejudice 
has been appealed to and excited about it 
as @ political case.” If this was not a 
political murder, when and where was one 


ever committed ? 
esi ae ene area ES. CHEAT 
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THE 8ST. LOUIS MILITIA MEETING. 

The programme of discussion at the 
Militia Convention to be held this week in 
St. Louis seems to be partly arranged, and 
ig not.promising. It is announced that two 
subjects will be examined and acted upon 
by the delegates. The first is the appoint- 
ment of a committee to revise for the Militia 
the military regulations and _ customs of 
service, and also the military tactics now in 
use inthe Army. The ground of this action 
ig that, so far as the tactics are concerned, 
many disputed points have arisen which 
are sometimes | left doubtful, and sometimes 
referred for decision to admitted authorities, 
and perhaps to Gen. Upton himself,ghe 
author of the prescribed tactics for Army 
drill. As to the regulations, it is com- 
plained that no new compilation of them 
has been printed since 1863, and, meantime, 
a great many subsequent general orders, 
having the force of regulations in the Army, 
are only to be found in detached form, and 
are practically unknown to the Militia. 

It hardly seems wise for the convention 
to expend & great deal of time on this mat 
ter. No system of tactics that could be de- 
vised would be so clear ‘‘ to the meanest ¢a- 
pacity” as not to suggest doubts: and dis- 





de sure, there is in this plan no pay attach- 


would be absurd to create. so anomalous 
position. The line between citizen soldiery 
and professional soldiery is well defined ; 
each has an honorable part in the defense 
and well-being of the: country, but a con- 
vention of the former ought:.not to be so 
dissatisfied with its honorable calling. as to 


try to hang to the skirts of the latter. Be- 


sides, what shall be done with the Militia 
rank and file? Are they also, on successful 
examination, to be made brevet privates in 
the Army ? 

The convention ean find more urgent sub- 
jects than this to attract its attention. In 
the general desire that Congress should 
this coming Winter increase the annua} 
Militia appropriation ; in the expediency of 
getting all the State Militia into umform 
clothing, and providing them with uniform 
equipments ; in the devising of means for 
drawing the national Militia appropriation 
in less restricted forms, so as to inelude, for 
example, Quartermaster’s stores and camp 
equipage, as well as arms and munitions ; in 
the need of providing the Militia with the best 
modern breech-loaders ; in the planning of 
ways to secure better camps df instruction 
in the various States, with annual musters 
lasting weeks where they now last days, 
and with legislative appropriations of pay 
sufficient to cover camp expenses ; in build- 
ing up the Militia where there is next to 
none; in providing for inspectors of Militia 
and reports thereon by Army officers ; in 
securing to all the State Militiasthe enor- 
mous benefits which a few have already 
secured by establishing rifle ranges and rifle 
practice—in these and similar directions 
are themes enough for discussion. and ac- 
tion without spending time in trying to pro- 
cure for Militia officers brevets in the Army. 

—_——_—_—_—_— 
IMPROVEMENTS IN GATES. 

It is generally supposed that a journal 
ostensibly devoted to scientific interests 
lacks romance and sentiment. The unhap- 
py lover whose mistress has frowned on 
him, and expressed the opinion that he is a 
tiresome nuisance, never thinks of writing 
to the editor of the. Scientific Yankee or the 
Chemical Gazette for consolation and advice, 
and no fortunate lover would dream of 
searching the columns of those journals for 
hints as to the best method of convincing 
the old gentleman that.the clock-hands 
were tarned, back by the cat, or that the 
gas turned itself down to a conveniently 
dim point. And yet it is in the columns of 
a scientific journal that there recently ap- 
peared a notice of an “improvement on 
gates,” patented by a Wisconsin person, 
which consists in certain novel features of 
construction, whereby the “ gate is adapt- 
ed for swinging in either direction, and 
may be raised to clear obstructions.” It 
need hardly be pointed out that this im- 
provement was made in the sole interest of 
lovers, and that the scientific journal in 
question was obviously actuated by the 
noblest motives in giving publicity to it. 

In all ages, the front gate has been recog- 
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appearance 
an elderly gentlemen with » club atthe front 
door seemed to-point to the propriety of an 
immediate and real parting. 
Swinging on the gate is the peculiar 


| privilege of lovers who have gained the ap- | 


probation of the parental authorities, and 
who are filled with an ecstasy whieh find its 
only satisfactory expression in the rhythmic 
motion of a strong and wide-swinging gate. 
The Wisconsin improvement, by means of 
which the gate is made to swing in either 
direction, of course doubles its capacity, and 
increases in the same proportion the bliss 


of its occupants. The other improvement 
described by the scientific journal as a de- 
vice for raising the gate so as to clear ob- 
structions—such as wheelbarrows or an in- 
ae father—may also prove to be of 

great value. Itis always awkward to 
vide down from a gate and to stand aside 
until the passing “obstruction,” whoever 
he-may be, has passed through it, and the 
necessity of so doing at a moment’s notice 
has in more than one instance resulted in 
a disarrangement of the feminine back- 
hair and the laceration of the masculine 
hand by the ill-advised pin with which 
thoughtless waist-belts are only too often 
fastened. — 

There is still room for further improve- 
ments in gates. For example, a gate with 
seats on either side, and a curved and up- 
holstered rail in the place of the rude un- 
feeling pickets now in general use, would 
command enthusiastic approval. Now that 
the scientific press has taken the matter up, 
we may confidently look for a wider and 
grander development. of the front gate, 
and with it a corresponding increase in the 
happiness of youth, and the frequency of 
early marriages. 

a 
. The Afghan Ameer’s arrival in the English 
camp, with overflowing professions of peace and 
good-will to everything British. shows that he must 
consider England's credulity aw boundless as her em- 
pire. That aruler implicated on the clearest evi- 
danee in the wholesale massacre of a British deputa- 
tion should come as a friend to a British General, ac- 
companied by a man (Davop Shah) whom he had 
himself declared to have been killed in trying to 
quiet the rebels, may well add point to the fact that 
“ high officers express confidence in the Ameer’s en- 
tire innoeenee.”” Gen. RoserTs, should he enter 
Kabul to-morrow, as he is expected to do, might do 
well'totakea hint from Naz Pasha When a 
Turkish officer whose district was infested by brig- 
ands came to the Pasha to express his regret for these 
outrages as fluently as the Ameer has just done, 
Naztr replied by hanging him on the spot, which, 
eurlously enough, completely checked the prevalent 
brigandage, 
EE ° 

‘A fair idea may be had of the enormous share 
of Business taken by Great Britain in the China 
trade by comparing her shipping in the East with 
ourown. In 1877 the total number of entries of 
all kinds into the Ohina ports was made by 18,307 
vessels, representing 11,983,591 tons. In 1878 
these figures were augmented as follows: Ves- 
sels, 20,928; tonnage, 76,446,394; Of these, 
British shipping was represented by 9,973 vessels, 
with a tonnage of 7,439,373. Chinese shipping, or 
vessels of foreign type owned and sailed by Chinese, 
counting, with the English entrances and clearances, 
as 16,000, the other European vessels and those 
from the United States, make qup the remaining 
4,000, To give a better idea of the vast preponder- 
ance of trade in favor of the English, the following 
proportions may be more réadily understood: If 
100 trips ot all kinds were made, either coastwise or 
acrogs the ocean to China, in 1878, Great Britain 
made 47 13-25 of these trios; Chinese owned ships, 
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s0.velled, the vines have been allowed to die. Se 
the original desigas, always easy to be referred to, 
would show the proper treatment of each. 
scape effects, now almost spoiled and likely tobe 
completely destroyed, would be thus shown as they 
‘were intended tobe. Such a volume might be made 
a handsome and yet not too expensive work, which 
would find its way to the library tables of many hum 
dreds, and doubtless thousands, of our citizens ; 
saicteiiealediginminaiiiesc ; “4 
The international code of rules regulating ay 
the manner in which vessels shall pass each other, - 
and providing signals for avoiding collisions at sea, 
has been promulgated, but will not go into foree an 
til the 1st of September, 1880, By that time pilots 
and sea Captains will have had an opportunity te 
stady these new provisions, and as, on the whole, 
they are simpler and more reasonable than the old 
methods, the transition will probably be made 
without the accidents that changes in so important s 
matter are sometimes apt to occasion. The revision 
is largely the work of the English Government, , dat 
the eonclusions reached have been accepted not only 
by our own, but by the Governments of France, 
Germany, Russia, Italy. and Austria, and with such 
a backing, the smaller nations that possess 
a tas games maritime oo such as 
spain, and Norway, likely to 
setup ates een Paeicas to theiz 
efficacy may not have been asked. The part relating 
to salliag vessels passing each other at sea seems to 
be substantially an_ adoption of the rule hitherto ip 
force in this eountry. The new rule says: “ When 
two ships are running free with: the wind on 
different sides, (and only under such circumstances 
can they meet end on,) the ship that has the wind on 
the port side shall keep out of the way of the other.” 
The present English rule is that, under similar ix 
cumstances, both vessels shall put their helms to 
port, so that each may pass on the port (left) side of 
the other. This seemsto be an acknowledgement 
that our American eustom of passing on the right, 
rather than ort the left, side is the better of the two. 
Under other conditions, the vessel that has, as. sem 
men phrase it, “her port tacks sboard” is the 
one to yield the right.of way. Naturally 
enougy, . the regulationg for the. government 
of steamers are framed closely in accordanes 
with the laws of the country having the Jargest 
steam tonnage. New rules are added to provide for 
the safety of steamers laying telegraphic cables, 
for steamers tiat have met with an accident, and 
are, therefore, wholly or partially disabled, and also 
for slow steamers that are in danger of being over- 
taken and run down by swifter boats. © It is also de- 
creed that both sailing vessels and steamers shall 
go at a slow rate of speed not only in a fog, but also 
when there is a mist or when the snow is falling, and 
when under way fog signals have to be sounded “at 
intervals of not more than two mivates.” It is only 
after a practical test has been made that the service- 
ability of these new rules can be demonstrated. It 
seems hardly likely that when in mid-ocean Captains 
of vessels will consider it neeessary to materially 
eut down the rate of speed of their vessels. when a 
mist or t fog arises, although no one can doubt 
that such « course would be s highly prudent one. 
It is noslight gain, however, to have sea laws which 
are binding upon all nations, and this circumstance 
alone will greatly simplify matters. as in eritical 
moments the Osptain of one of the approaching 
vessels can histatitly tell what the other Captain: 
will do or ought to do to avoid a collision. 


a 
THE STATE CAMPAIGN. 


——_—~<{-~_-_-—— 

The Rev. George Fisher has been nominated 
for the Assembly by the Prohibitionists of Herkimer 
County. 

Lhe Democrats of the Twelfth District will 
hold their convention at White Pisins on Satarday 
next, to nominate a candidate for Congress. 

The Greenbackers of the Twenty-seventh Dis 
trict (Steuben, Chemang, and Allegany Counties, ) 
have nominated Capt. Allen T. Wood for the Senate. 
. The Prohibitionists of Monroe County have 
nominated R. L. Bachman for the Senate, and Ed- 
ward Connell, A. S. Durston, and H. P. Ross for 
the Assembly. 
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